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The Words of Basquiat 

 
Jean-Michel Basquiat’s “Moses and the Egyptians” (1982).CreditThe Estate of Jean-Michel Basquiat/Artestar, New York 

	  
In Jean-Michel Basquiat’s 1982 work “Moses and the Egyptians” he wove in phrases like “staff into 
serpent trick” and “water into blood.” 

The piece, on loan from the Guggenheim Bilbao, will be among the 25 works highlighting 
Basquiat’s frequent use of language in painting at Nahmad Contemporary from May 2 to June 11. 

Curated by Dieter Buchhart, who organized the Brooklyn Museum’s recent show on Basquiat’s 
notebooks, the exhibition focuses on the artist’s combination of the “cutup” style of the Beat writer 
William S. Burroughs with the sampling techniques of early rappers. 

“What does the word mean in the painting?” Mr. Buchhart said. “Language was like a weapon for 
Basquiat.” 

 
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/04/15/arts/design/christies-auction-a-rock-a-basketball-hitler-on-his-
knees.html?rref=collection%2Ftimestopic%2FBasquiat%2C%20Jean-
Michel%20&action=click&contentCollection=timestopics&region=stream&module=stream_unit&version=latest&contentPlacement=1&pg
type=collection&_r=0 
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