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The second of Mr. Buchhart’s shows is “Words Are All We Have: Paintings by Jean-
Michel Basquiat” at Nahmad Contemporary (through June 18), a handsome review of two 
dozen paintings from 1982 to 1988, most of Basquiat’s brief career. They suggest that his 
main achievement lies in turning words into images, creating paintings that, in effect, talk 
a kind of cultural stream-of-consciousness. 

Their joining of spiky letters, hieroglyphs and images convey an innately sophisticated, 
roving intelligence — sports, jazz, American history, the Bible, the human skeleton, 
colonialism — undergirded by a profound understanding of the greatness and pathos of 
African-American achievement. This exhibition is not only museum quality, but it also 
forms a perfect addition to the Brooklyn Museum’s recent examination of Basquiat’s 
notebooks and poetry. 
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